
 
 

 

Like all primary schools across the country, Richard Cobden has been provided with extra funding 
from the Department for Education, Health and Culture, Media and Sport. The purpose of the 
funding is to achieve clear outcomes in raising achievement and increasing opportunities for all 
primary aged children in PE.  

In October 2013 we received £8,104.  In April 2014 we received £3,764. 

The funding can only be spent on PE and sports related provision in the school and schools will be 
held to account for its use.  However, schools are free to choose what they spend it on. 

At Richard Cobden School we recognise the importance that PE and sports play in the lives of 
children in promoting healthy lifestyles and developing them physically, emotionally and mentally.  
We believe that children’s self-esteem, attitude and self-discipline are improved by being able to 
engage in and achieve success in sporting activities.  Being an inner city school where the majority 
of pupils do not have easy access to outdoor play space, we understand the importance of our 
pupils being able to participate in regular physical activity and sport.   

We are committed to ensuring that all pupils receive at least 2 hours of well planned, high quality 
PE per week delivered by confident and well trained staff.  Our Primary School Sport’s Funding will 
contribute to helping us achieve our aims of improving and extending our provision through having 
specialist PE staff, procuring additional sports professionals, entering into more competitive 
sporting competitions and provision of training for staff.   

 

 

1. Specialist staffing 

We have a specialist PE teacher and PE Teaching Assistant who provide high quality teaching 
and coaching for PE lessons.  Both of these posts have been filled with members of staff who 
hold various professional sports qualifications including FA football coaching and swimming 
coach qualifications. Part of the new funding has been used to fund the PE Teaching Assistant 
post.   

2. Providing opportunities for children to compete 

As a result of an on-going partnership with Camden School Sports Association (CSSA), the 
school was already participating in a number of local borough sports competitions.  We place a 
lot of importance on children having the opportunity to represent our school and take part in 
competitive sport against other schools.  We have been able to increase participation in 
competitions such as the football, netball, athletics, cross country, swimming, dance and cricket.  
We aim to increase our participation in tournaments and fixtures within our cluster and Local 
Authority allowing more pupils to be able to participate with an ambition to participate in at least 
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20 events. We aim to increase the number of pupils who enter competitive sports, including the 
less confident, so that more children can engage in sporting activities outside of PE lessons.   

Several sporting events take place during the school day and previously we have experienced 
difficulty in releasing staff to attend all of these sporting events.  The funding will help provide 
cover for staff to be able to take teams to these events.  

We also plan to increase participation in sport through the provision of additional after school 
clubs as we will have increased capacity to staff these and hire professional coaches to deliver 
sports that are not usually on offer. 

2.  Professional development of staff 

One of the school’s priorities is ensuring that all teachers are able to develop their own skills in 
delivering high quality PE sessions in a range of sports.  We will have the opportunity for qualified 
sports coaches to work alongside class teachers to support them in their planning and delivery of 
PE.  We hope to particularly focus on the teaching of areas such as gymnastics and dance, with 
staff being covered for one on one or group training. By developing staff expertise we hope to 
give pupils an opportunity to excel further in these areas. 

3.  Providing quality assured materials for PE and school sport 

The extra funding has enabled the school to provide more equipment to be used in PE lessons to 
encourage full and active participation. We will be more able to deliver a wider range of sports 
activities in PE lessons.  

 

 

    

High quality PE lessons: 

Class teachers and support staff demonstrate greater confidence in the planning and delivering 

PE lessons.  Lesson observations have shown that PE teaching is never less than good and 

often outstanding.  The PE specialist teacher and teaching assistant have been able to support 

colleagues in a range of areas including the planning of lessons, clubs and use of equipment.  All 

Key Stage 2 lessons and one of the two lessons for each KS1 class are taught by the specialist 

PE team.    

Increased participation in after school clubs and improved performances in borough 

competitions: 

We have increased the number of after school clubs provided for pupils.  Specialist training is 

provided for targeted groups (sporting able, girls football, SEN motor difficulties).  There has been 

a significant increase in participation in a wide range of sports competitions. or to receiving 

funding Richard Cobden entered 3 borough competitions. In 2013-14 there was a 67% increase 

in participation in competitions including football, basketball, netball, swimming, athletics, cross-

country, rugby, hockey, dance, rounders and cricket.  Participation in these events and the 

performance of school teams and individuals led to Richard Cobden School winning a 

Camden Sports Award.  Event participation will increase further in 2014-15, with more pupils 

entering a wider range of competitive and ‘participation’ events.  

 Impact of use of Funding 



Specialist sports coaches: 

In 2013-14 Richard Cobden staff and specialist sports coaches taught a range of clubs including 

football, athletics, bench ball, rounders, dance, cricket and basketball. This will continue in 2014-

15.   

Equipment: 

The funding has enabled the school to purchase equipment to target individual sports including 

hockey, and sports hall athletics.  

Swimming: 

In 2014-15 we have increased the number of classes who attend swimming lessons so that all 

pupils in Years 2, 3 and 4 receive swimming lessons throughout the year.  Each lesson is taught 

by 3 swimming coaches.  

 

 2012-13 2013-14 

Total club/training places  45 170 

% of KS2 pupils attending clubs 13% 47% 

Competition places 73 363 

% of KS2 pupils attending competitions 19% 54% 

        


