
 
 

 

Like all primary schools across the country, Richard Cobden has been provided with extra funding 
from the Department for Education, Health and Culture, Media and Sport. The purpose of the 
funding is to achieve clear outcomes in raising achievement and increasing opportunities for all 
primary aged children in PE.  

In October 2014 we received £5,690.  In April 2015 we received £4,065. 

The funding can only be spent on PE and sports related provision in the school and schools will be 
held to account for its use.  However, schools are free to choose what they spend it on. 

At Richard Cobden School we recognise the importance that PE and sports play in the lives of 
children in promoting healthy lifestyles and developing them physically, emotionally and mentally.  
We believe that children’s self-esteem, attitude and self-discipline are improved by being able to 
engage in and achieve success in sporting activities.  Being an inner city school where the majority 
of pupils do not have easy access to outdoor play space, we understand the importance of our 
pupils being able to participate in regular physical activity and sport.   

We are committed to ensuring that all pupils receive at least 2 hours of well planned, high quality 
PE per week delivered by confident and well trained staff.  We have enhanced provision through 
our full time specialist PE Teacher and PE Teaching Assistant.  In addition we procure additional 
sports professionals enabling us to enter into more competitive sporting competitions and provision 
of training for staff.   

 

 

 

 

1. Professional Development of Staff 

Provision for additional training will be provided for both the PE teacher and the PE teaching 
assistant to focus on dance, gymnastics and swimming.  These are areas where staff feel further 
expertise would be beneficial.   (£2,000) 

2. Provision of Additional Swimming 

Children at years 3 and 4 have swimming lessons.  We recognised the need to increase 
provision, introducing it at an earlier stage so that our pupils develop better skills and gain 
confidence so that they have improved chances to reach the required standards.  For this reason, 
we have targeted the additional resource to year 2 children.  It is also hoped that introducing 
swimming at an earlier age will improve children’s attitudes to swimming lessons and eradicate 
some of the barriers that previously resulted in children taking a long time to develop positive 
attitudes to swimming.  This should impact on improved skills.    (£3,000) 
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3. Increased Involvement in Interschool Competitions  

As a result of an on-going partnership with Camden School Sports Association (CSSA), the 
school has already increased participation in Camden sporting competitions.  We aim to use 
some additional funding to increase participation further so that more children take part in 
competitive sports.  Although we are now participating in more events, we want to ensure we 
take more children to each event; ensuring children access a wide range of inclusive sporting 
events.  

 

 

    

 

Professional Development: 

As a result of the additional training, the specialist PE teacher and teaching assistant have 

increased skills in teaching and supporting gymnastics, dance and swimming.  Having undergone 

training, they provided training and support for other members of staff who teach/support PE and 

swimming lessons.  This has resulted in higher quality support for children.   

Provision of Additional Swimming 

We have increased the number of classes who attend weekly swimming lessons from 4 to 6 
classes.  This means that each child will now have 3 consecutive years of swimming lessons as 
opposed to 2 years.  As the majority of our pupils do not readily access swimming lessons/clubs 
outside of school, they are totally reliant on school provision to teach them to swim.  The funding 
has enabled us to ensure each lesson has 3 fully qualified swimming instructors which has 
increased the level of tuition children get and is impacting on their swimming skills.   

Increased Involvement in Interschool Competitions  

There has been an increase has been in the attitude, confidence and skills exhibited by our 

pupils in lessons clubs and competitive events. Over the past three years our overall position in 

the Camden Active Schools League of 39 schools has improved significantly: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        *Most Improved School Award winners 

 

 

Year Points Final 

Position 

2012-13 40 29th  

2013-14 295 5th* 

2014-15 365 4th  

 Impact of use of Funding 



Specialist training continues to support targeted groups (sporting able, girls’ football, SEN motor 

difficulties).   

 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Total club/training places  45 170 193 

% of KS2 pupils attending clubs 13% 47% 53% 

Competition places 73 363 378 

% of KS2 pupils attending 

competitions 

19% 54% 59% 

        
We have now established an additional partnership with a local independent school.  Through is 
partnership we have access to an additional sporting venue.  This has enabled us to increase 
and improve the school sports day provision to include a more competitive field of events.  The 
partnership will develop further over the next year. 


