
Year 4 Writing Overview                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

 Autumn 1 
Finding Freedom 

Autumn 2  
Invention and innovation 

Text Tar Beach 
By Faith Ringgold 

 

Varmints 
By Helen Ward 

 

FArTHER 
By Grahame Baker Smith 

 

The Iron Man 
By Ted Hughes 

 
Short 

Outcomes 
 

Poetry  
Setting descriptions  
Formal letters  
Dialogue (scripts) 

Descriptive comparisons  
Retellings  
Setting descriptions  
Poetry 

Retellings  
Recounts (postcards)  
Setting descriptions  
Labels  
Diary entries  
Instructions 

Character descriptions  
Short news reports  
Letters of advice  
Diary entry  
Menus  
Logbook entry 

Main 
outcome 

Retelling as a script  Explanation Sequel story Mystery narrative 
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 Spring 1 
Darkness and Light 

Spring 2 
Exploration and Discovery  

Text Frindleswylde 
By Natalia & Lauren O’Hara 

 

Cinnamon  
By Neil Gaiman  

 

Weslandia 
By Paul Fleischman 

 

Shackleton’s Journey 
By William Grill 

 
Short 

Outcomes 
 

Letters  
Voting slips  
Dialogue  
Poetry  
Setting descriptions  
Persuasive speeches 

Diary entries 
Informal letters  
Dialogue  
Adverts  
Limericks / other poetry 

Retellings  
Character descriptions  
Book reviews 

Packing lists  
Letters (formal and informal)  
Setting description  
Interviews  
Diary entries 

Main 
outcome 

Narrative sequel  Own-version mythical tale Non-chronological reports Newspaper report 
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 Summer 1  
Different Worlds  

Summer 2  
Taking Courage 

Text The Lion the Witch and the 
Wardrobe  

By C. S. Lewis 

 

Jabberwocky 
By Lewis Carroll 

 

Odd and the Frost Giants  
By Neil Gaiman  

 

The Matchbox Diary 
By Paul Fleischman 

 

Short 
Outcomes 

 
 

Poems  
Eyewitness reports  
Imaginary conversations  
Writing in role 

Performance poetry  
Explanatory descriptions 

Narrative recounts  
Character descriptions  
Setting descriptions  
Letters  
Short explanations 

Dialogue  
Diary entry  
Retelling  
Mini-autobiography  
Fact file 

Main 
outcome 

Own version narrative Nonsense poems Retelling  Biography 

 


